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In most churches one of the first things you see on entering the main 
door is the FONT.  Here is ours. 

 
This is where all Christians begin 
their life in the Church – at Baptism 
(or Christening) we “enter the 
Church”, which is why the Font is 
near the main door. Jesus 
commanded his disciples, after he 
was raised from the dead, to 
“baptize … in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit”.  At the font the Church 
obeys that command. 
 

Before you leave the Font look at 
the huge candle which usually 
stands by it. This is the PASCHAL 
CANDLE  - first lit with wonderful 
ceremony the night before Easter to 
symbolise the Risen Christ – the 
“studs” on it represent the wounds 
of the crucified Jesus. We light the 
candle at every baptism – and give 

each newly baptised person a little candle to take home to remind 
them that they have turned from the darkness of evil to the light of 
Christ.  
 

If the Paschal Candle’s not by the font it might be at the front of the 
church for a funeral. Christ is alive and shares his eternal life with us. 
That’s encouraging when we lose a loved one. Or if it’s during the 
weeks after Easter, the Paschal Candle stays at the centre of things. 
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The best place to go next is 
the far end, under the stained 
glass window. We call this east 
end the Sanctuary and in it 
stands the HIGH ALTAR.   
 

Altars represent the table at 
which Jesus celebrated the 
Last Supper with his disciples 
before his crucifixion and 
resurrection. 
 

It is where we remember, 
Sunday by Sunday, what 
Jesus did for us on the Cross, 

and obey his command at the Last Supper: “Do this in remembrance 
of me”. This command – paired with the one we quoted at the Font – 
gives the Church its Godward axis.  
 

This is why this altar is right up against the east wall of the church, so 
that priest and people alike are facing the same way as we worship 
God. The priest, in the Eucharistic Prayer, asks the people to lift up 
their hearts – to concentrate on God and the heavenly banquet, which 
we are invited to share – so we offer ourselves to God in humility and 
obedience. 
 

There are other altars in the church, which you will discover as you 
look around, which have room for the priest to stand behind and face 
the people. This symbolises the Christian family gathering with Jesus, 
as the disciples did, round his table – to celebrate our shared mission. 
We use these on weekdays and for less formal services on Sundays. 
 

The CROSS is the foremost symbol of our Christian faith, and you will 
see one on or behind each of our altars – and in many other places as 
well. An enterprising choirboy counted over a thousand recently in our 
church! By walking from the Font to the High Altar you have walked 
along the long upright of Christ’s Cross.�



To discover the cross-piece, you have to retrace your steps to stand 
between the 
 

LECTERN and the PULPIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Lectern our readings from the 
Bible are read (Lectern comes from the 
Latin word for reading) and from the 
sermons preached in the Pulpit (from the 

Latin word for desk) we learn what those readings mean – in 
theoretical and practical ways. So we discover how God opens wide 
his arms to us in love so that we learn to live as he wants us to – and 
worship him as he deserves. 
 

Almost all churches have this cross shape at their heart. Some, by 
having Transepts built out from this central point (known as the 
Crossing) actually have a cross-shaped floor plan, others even have 
the Chancel (the part to the east of the crossing, sometimes known as 
the Choir) a little skewed to represent Jesus’ head drooping in death. 
This is called a “weeping chancel”. However it is represented, it 
reminds us of the (literally) crucial importance of the Cross to us as 
Christians.  
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As you look around the church you will see all sorts of things. Some 
you’ll find in most churches – some are less usual.  
 
What do the various furnishings and decorations in this church tell us? 
�
�
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We have already referred to the Lectern and the Pulpit. Let’s look 
more closely at them. 
�

The Lectern is made of brass and shaped like an eagle – the bird that 
flies highest and sees most clearly. Since earliest days the eagle has 
also been the symbol for Saint John, the last and most thoughtful of 
the Gospel writers. Passages from the bible are read from the lectern 
– often by congregation members. 
�

The Pulpit enables the preacher to see and be seen – and heard – by 
almost everyone in the church. Some have criticised this as putting the 
preacher “six feet above criticism”! You are, however, always welcome 
to question what the preacher says – but perhaps advised to wait till 
the service is finished! Our pulpit at Saint James is older than the 
church. It is Flemish and was made in the early 17th century. It was 
bought second hand when the church was built in the 1840s. 
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Most churches have windows made from either stained or painted 
glass put together with lead like a jigsaw so that there is a pattern or a 
picture. Often they form a sort of strip cartoon telling a story from 
Jesus’ life or illustrating an event in the bible.  
�

Our east window (above the High Altar) represents an ancient 
Christian hymn called the Te Deum Laudamus in which characters of 
Old and New Testament join with angels and archangels to worship 
the glorified Christ. It is easy, when you know how, to identify some of 
the characters. Have a go! Some are more difficult – but it gives you 
something to think about if the sermon gets boring! That’s why 
coloured windows (or wall paintings in some churches) are there – to 
give something to help children (and some adults!) learn when the 
readings or teaching seem a little too difficult.  
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In our church, there are 14 numbered pictures attached to the walls of 
the church. They depict the story of Jesus Christ’s last walk from the 
Judgment Hall of the Roman Governor who condemned him to death, 
via his death on the Cross of Calvary, to his burial in Joseph of 
Arimathea’s tomb. Since the earliest days Christians have gone on 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem to walk in the steps of their Saviour as an act 
of faith and humility.  Very soon afterwards, churches began to provide 
people with an opportunity to do a lesser Way of the Cross, inside or 
outside their own church. We use them on Tuesdays during Lent – as 
a preparation for Good Friday and Easter. 
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Behind the altar in the Lady Chapel there is a metal stand with lots of 
candles on – some may well be alight. People light them as they say a 
prayer to God for someone, or something, close to their hearts. The 
candle continues to burn as a sign that Christ continues to pray with 
us and for us – “at God’s right hand”, as the bible puts it.  See how the 
smoke rises upwards and disappears into the air – that is a sign of the 
prayers of the Church and its members ascending to God. That is why 
we light candles whenever we worship at Saint James’. 
�
�
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Another feature of worship at this church is the use of incense. 
Incense is a sweet-smelling gum, which burns on glowing charcoal in 
a special vessel called a Thurible (from the Latin word for incense). 
This is swung on chains to make the smoke envelop people or objects 
as a sign of prayer and dedication to God. It has been a feature of 
worship for thousands of years and is often mentioned in both the Old 
and New Testament in the bible. 
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You should already have found the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham 
in the Lady Chapel. There are other statues too. Look out for (amongst 
others): –   �



�� Saint Werburgh. She founded the Abbey which is now Chester 
Cathedral, the Mother Church of our area – or Diocese. She 
carries the crook-shaped staff of her office as Abbess. 

�� Saint James the fisherman. James was working as a fisherman 
when Jesus called him to follow him – and “net” more people to 
join him in serving God. 

�

Everyone responds to heroes – to inspire them in their own life.  
Teenagers (and some adults) pin posters &c on their walls. In church, 
we represent in statues, windows, pictures or other representations 
those who inspire us in our pilgrimage. We call them saints – and try 
to remember that Saint Paul said that we are all “called to be saints”.�
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Music has been a part of worship from the very beginning of recorded 
time. Since the 19th century the main musical accompaniment has 
been the pipe organ. Saint James’ had a pipe organ for most of its 
history – you can see the pipes on the gallery at the west end. When 
technology allowed, the console (the keyboards, pedal board and 
other “controls”) was detached so that it could be at the front, nearer to 
the choir in their “stalls” in the chancel. More recently still, the 
production of the sound has been switched from air blowing through 
pipes to a computer imitating that sound via loudspeakers. The 
remaining organ pipes are now purely decorative. 
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The Stations of the Cross end in the Holy Cross Chapel. You’ll know 
you are there because of its furnishings.  
�

There is an Altar with candles on and a crucifix (where Christ is 
portrayed “fixed” to the cross) behind it. Also on the wall behind the 
altar are boards, with names on. This is a list of the people from this 
parish who died in the First World War. We pray for all victims of war – 
and for the work of the Royal British Legion – on Remembrance 
Sunday. Many people associate those who died for the sake of God or 
other people with Jesus’ cross. Saint James himself died a martyr’s 
death – the first of Jesus’ disciples to do so. 
�

To the right of the Holy Cross altar is the AUMBRY. This is a special 
cupboard, where the uneaten bread and wine from the Holy 
Communion are stored, both as a focus for prayer and also for use in 
emergency for the sick or dying.  Most Christians believe that Christ is 
very specially present in the consecrated bread and wine. The white 
light shines to remind us of this presence, and many people bow or 
bend the knee (genuflect) as a sign of respect as they approach or 
pass the Aumbry. Also in the Aumbry are the Oils, blessed by the 
Bishop, which are used to anoint the sick and as a sign of dedication 
of people or objects. 
�

In church and at home we pray very often for people who are ill. On 
the first Saturday of every month we have a service in this chapel at 
9.30am to anoint with oil, and lay hands on, all who are praying for 
themselves or a loved one who is ill. We also pray for all involved in all 
aspects of the medical profession. We do this under the patronage of 
the Guild of Saint Raphael, the archangel associated with healing. 
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This is on the opposite side of the church. Notice the representations 
of Jesus’ mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary in various places. Christians 
often refer to her as Our Lady, hence the name given to this chapel. 
There is also a carving of Joseph, her husband, who was a carpenter 
(you can see his saw!). Amongst the various illustrations of Mary you 
will see a banner on the wall to the left, and its newer successor by the 
pillar to the right. These belong to our branch of the world-wide 
Mothers’ Union which, under the patronage of Mary, testifies to the 
vital importance of marriage and family life in both the church and the 
world, and prays for all parents and children.  
�

On the windowsill to the left of the chapel is a statue of Mary seated 
with Jesus on her lap. This is a copy of a very old statue from 
Walsingham in Norfolk. People have been going there on pilgrimage 
for nearly a thousand years. People from our church go every year, 
usually in the spring. Those who go are encouraged to form a “cell” of 
Our Lady of Walsingham, to continue their devotion to her when they 
come back home. Ours meets on the third Saturday of each month at 
9.30 in the morning. 
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If you have found this booklet helpful, 

please let us know.  
 

If you would like to know more  
have a look at our website 

www.st-james-congleton.org.uk 
����

You may also contact the church  
 leaders via the website. 

 
YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO 
JOIN IN OUR DIGNIFIED WORSHIP 

IN FRIENDLY COMPANY 
 

In addition to the 10am Parish Eucharist 
and the Saturday Eucharists mentioned 

in the text, there is an 8am Holy  
Communion and a 6.30 Evensong – both 

in traditional language. 
 

On the first Sunday of the month the 
Parish Eucharist is less formal, with young 

families in mind. 
 

There is also a Said Eucharist on 
Wednesday mornings at 9.30. 
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